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beautiful he could compose. Had he confined himself to
such, nothing could have existed but demi-gods, or arch-
angels, and, then, all inferior orders must have been void
and uninhabited; but as it is, surely, more agreeable to in-
finite benevolence, that all these should belilled up with
beings capable of enjoying happiness themselves, and con-
tributing to that of others, they must, necessarily, be filled
with inferior beings ; that is, with such as are less per-
fect, but from whose existence, notwithstanding that less
perfection, more felicity, upon the whole, accrues to the
universe, than if no such had been created. It is, more-
over, highly probable, that there is such a connexion be^
tween all ranks and orders, by subordinate, degrees, that
they mutually support each other's existence, and every
one, in its place, is absolutely necessary towards sustaining
the whole vast and magnificent fabric.

" Our pretences for complaint could be of this only,
that we are not so high in the scale of existence as our
ignorant ambition may desire; a pretence which must
eternally subsist, because, were we ever so much higher,
there would be still room for infinite power to exalt us;
and, since no link in the chain can be broke, the same
reason for disquiet must remain to those who succeed to
that chasm, which must be occasioned by our preferment.
A man can have no reason to repine, that he is not an
angel; nor a horse, that he is not a man; much less,
that, in their several stations, they possess not the facul-
ti^s of another; for this would be an insufferable misfor-
tune."

This doctrine of the regular subordination of beings, the
scale of existence, and the chain of nature, I have often
considered, but always left the inquiry in doubt and un-
certainty.

That every being not infinite, compared with infinity,
must be imperfect, is evident to intuition; that, whatever
is imperfect must have a certain line which it cannot pass,
is equally certain. But the reason which determined this
limit, and for which s,uch being was suffered to advance
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